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Project Introduction

Modern Heritage to Future Legacy -Industrial Heritage in the
Middle East

Historical industrial structures in the Middle East and Iran bear witness to the
productive intertwining of the flow of resources and ideas in the late 19th and 20th
century between what is now termed the Global North and Global South. As a result,
industrial heritage in the region is par excellence part of a contested global heritage
that has received so far little comprehensive academic attention.

Notwithstanding past global linkages, historical industrial structures also play an
important role in the local contexts of Middle Eastern cities today. Due to the rapid
growth of population and the extension of city borders, industrial heritage sites are
now often in key locations for projects of urban revitalization and can serve to
benefit local communities through effective development and re-use.

- MHFL Research Project
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Nonetheless, the young age of these structures and
a lesser appreciation of modern architecture—
especially compared with the rich antique built
heritage in the region— seem to limit a broad debate
about conservation and use of these buildings,
putting the remaining existing structures and the
heritage they embody at risk. Buildings that often
represent significant innovations in terms of
architecture, engineering, and technology, face
decay now due to neglect or destruction to make
way for new urban developments.

Following these premises, the research project
“Modern Heritage to Future Legacy: Conversion of
Modern Industrial Heritage Sites as an Integral Part
of Urban Development in the Middle East” aimed to
increase the recognition and value of modern
industrial heritage sites, highlight their relevance to
historical projects of nation-building in the MENA-
region, challenge the predominantly European
perspective on conservation and reuse and— above
all- initiate a dialogue that transcends national
borders and reaches a wider audience.

In an intensive year of research and academic
exchange which included mapping and
photographic documentation of selected sites,
literature and archival research, expert and
stakeholder interviews as well as workshops with
academic, national, and local experts, several
relevant industrial sites were documented and
discussed, some of which are now presented in this
brochure to make the knowledge accessible to the
interested public and raise awareness on the issue of
conserving modern industrial heritage.

“ MHFL Research Project
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(02 Why Industrial Heritage Matters

Modern industrial heritage is about identity and memory and is relevant to
cities, individual sites, and their transformations. Industrial heritage was and is
framed and shaped by national and global processes and interests. Due to their
cultural value, the recognition and management of industrial heritage sites—

such as protection and adaptive reuse— go hand in hand with awareness,

planning and conserving practices, and community engagement. The decline of

industrial production at many of these authentic locations means that
converting and repurposing historical industrial complexes has emerged as a

new opportunity and important task in many cities and regions worldwide.

Although the loss of this heritage is also widespread, various European countries
have already listed and repurposed many industrial heritage sites. However,
Europe has missed the opportunity to understand its modern industrial heritage
not only as a national asset but also as a transboundary heritage. Industrial
production was and remains unthinkable without factors such as global networks
of expertise, money, and power, as well as worldwide distribution via plantations,
production sites, and sales points, including the infrastructures and practices of

transport and mobility.

VI MHFL Research Project
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Countries such as Iran have recently begun to work on the understanding of their
industrial heritage, while talking more about processes of independence from foreign
or colonial rule. Awareness-building is now a primary task for this understanding, so
this booklet presents specific sites, knowledge and networks involved in the

conservation and care of built heritage. Communities comprising international

organizations (e.g., ICOMOS: International Council on Monuments and Sites; TICCIH: The

International Committee for the Conservation of the Industrial Heritage; and DOCOMOMO
International Committee for Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites, and
Neighborhoods of the Modern Movement), academics, politicians, and local heritage
communities enable informed approaches to conservation, including engagement
processes, awareness-building, and enhancing the accessibility of modern industrial

heritage.

The conservation of modern industrial heritage is not only concerned with the
technological and architectural contributions of various industries or of securing
material remains but also factories and infrastructures that have been— and remain—
significant features of many cities and should be recognized as resources for
sustainable development. They are built infrastructures that document the past and
serve the future by providing opportunities for adaptive reuse.

Industrial heritage provides evidence of the historical dependencies within globalization
processes and reflects international networks, trade, and unequal power relations.
Consequently, the processes of understanding, recognizing, and conserving modern
industrial heritage provide opportunities for interaction between what are today called
the Global North and South. There is a pathway towards critical thinking and fruitful
exchange on these related histories, and potential for future cooperation through
understanding assets as a shared, modern industrial heritage. Together, we can learn
from the dark side of this heritage— including pollution and inequalities caused by
industrial development— and hence improve international collaboration towards peace,

reconciliation, and climate justice.

MHFL Research Project
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Sharing heritage means to know each other’s sites and histories; therefore, this
booklet addresses a broad audience. The team of authors examine not only the
period of industrialization— the historic emergence of modern industrial heritage—
but also focus on recent processes of their abandonment, (potential)
acknowledgment, repurposing, and correlations between both periods and
processes. Our hope is that this affair might open future options for modern

industrial heritage in Iran.

Heritage and heritage sites have become assets for urban and sustainable
development in Europe. We can recognize it as an opportunity to legitimize and
promote heritage concerns and requirements, and ensure that their heritage
values— which are deeply interwoven with the historical fabric of individual sites
and the wider city— are not only acknowledged but also used to guide adaptive
reuses. Industrial heritage sites in Iran present challenges, and might require new
models of conservation; nevertheless, the modern industrial heritage of both
Europe and Iran share strong historical links, which would support joint efforts in

the present and future toward conservation and adaptive reuse

MHFL Research Project
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< TMU and MHFL

TMU (Tarbiat Modares University) is famous
for studying contemporary architecture to
outline the architecture of the future and
the "future architecture". In 2010, the most
leading figures in the high-tech approach
towards modern heritage gathered here to
organize the MHFL - “Modern Heritage and
Future Legacy Research Hub” at TMU.
Nowadays, MHFL is a leading and
influential entity in the social-cultural
atmosphere of Iranian universities which
includes the most dominant activists, social

popular CBOs
organizations), and

(Non-Government

media influencers,
(Community-based
functioning NGOs
Organizations).
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About Tarbiat Modares University

Established in 1982, Tarbiat Modares University (TMU) is the first comprehensive
graduate school in Iran. In particular, the majority of Ph.D. programs in basic
sciences and engineering were initially offered at TMU. As an elite exclusively
postgraduate university, its primary mission is to train academic staff and
researchers for universities and higher education centers as well as providing an
environment for world-class research. TMU is called the spiritual father of Iranian
universities because of its fundamental role in education and training the next
generation of young professors for Iranian universities.

MHFL Research Project
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Current Activities MHFL
and Best Practices

The MHFL — “Modern Heritage and
Future Legacy Research Hub” was
established in 2010 at TMU in close
collaboration with its national
partners in all parts of Iran. The
most leading universities in Iran
participated  in  this  mission
passionately. The most important
research sites for the MHFL-hub
are:

* Trans-lranian Railway

* Rey Cement Factory

* Karaj Iron Foundry

* Mashhad Textile Factory

* Kahrizak Sugar Factory

* Veresk Bridge

* Ahvaz Pol Sefid (White Bridge)
* Ahvaz Pol-e Siah (Black Bridge)
* Tehran Railway Station

* Tabriz Railway Station

* Mashhad Railway Station

The Trans-lranian Railway connects
the Caspian Sea with the Persian
Gulf. It was built from 1927 to
1938, with a length of 1394
kilometers, 174 large bridges, 186
small bridges, and 224 tunnels.
Fortunately, the railway is inscribed
on UNESCO’s World Heritage List
25-Jul-2021

XVII MHFL Research Project



Olpl spolpo @2l ol ©

\

s, Qbaw 46 ,U °
o osT s b e oo 9 MHFL (3giS slo caylles
s plus 56,07 @ ¥y slo
Tyl b’ e
e
Aw (] - "
(hsdur o) gl .Aj o i > "apil 5 @m0 Slps laggar Jia" MHFL
+ I L2 (g

P g P
Uy Doypi (s, ,Usn U w5 sl I AQ
(ol () 1] el o ° M sUmw Aoy (s, ! (M, A8 > »

ey . P Gy ph Gl @lyl BB Pl )
: e e “,

fos5 (.}AT ol, Aw'./uql ° Mop e pio C/‘J../?Au (-}5' /72 Olﬁ*“” ({ (')’M' G[}bUmﬂ)

g 47 ol oluy] . gl Wi MHFL )5 colidns o ioga

soe o

& . ~ . ./ - o . ' ~
Eopir W Jlw ;I 2Tl ol , bl awgp pif 0 Jutin (w6 gils w1, Jjb 5U,> Olpl Spwlpw @27 ol
pd N ~
D PPP 5 Logl o 1N oTrjy g VP b jingls 93P o Jsb .couwl spw, il 4 IFIV G g

. . 7 o
ccwl spi el gluigs (Jls ol cawpgd )y oo slops éﬁ/U o @27 8l (ol Glhuigh .cawl

g

ot
S J -
) 5 !
| N\
: }
"\ P
3 18l "'A 4
o | J-
25 "
A, ] )
3
= P SR = B
. - Fig.20

Modern Industrial Heritage in Iran QYL



Importance and History of Industrial
Heritage in Iran

The Nizhny Tagil Charter for Industrial Heritage from July 2003 emphasized on
the importance of the heritage sites as "they should be studied, their history
should be taught, their meaning and significance should be probed and made
clear for everyone, and the most significant and characteristic examples should
be identified, protected and maintained. "Industrial heritage consists of the
remains of industrial culture which are of historical, technological, social,
architectural or scientific value." The importance of the industrial heritage
buildings, monuments, and sites include 1- Artistic and aesthetic values, 2-
Historical and social significance, 3- Sustainability, and 4- Finances and politics.

In developing countries such as Iran, understanding modern industrial heritage
is a way to think about the term "development" and "progress". Readressing
such invaluable monuments might be seen as opportunities for planning for
sustainable development for the future. In other words, the history of the
industrial heritage buildings, monuments, and sites refer to prosperous
memories of being in the path of development and progress. Therefore, the
people like them as a matter of national pride.

"Industrial identity" in Iran, refers to a "hardworking attitude" without any
expectations which were famous in our Iranian ancestors. In Persian culture,
tireless efforts and great deal are appreciated as the most valuable divine
exceptional gifts. Contemporization and revitalization of the industrial heritage
buildings, monuments, and sites might be seen as reviving motivators of such
invaluable attitudes for the next generation.

XIX

MHFL Research Project
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Modern Industry in Iran has started in the Qajar era after the 1804—-1813 Russo-Persian
War. In 1804, after the first confrontation, the Qajar ruler, Fath Ali Shah realized that the
Iranian army is in need of modernization. The king of Iran approached previously allied
countries like the UK, but the British fully remained neutral and dismissed the request by
1806. After the UK, the Iranian king turned to France and at the Finckenstein Palace on
27 April 1807, the Treaty of Finckenstein was signed. But the Treaties of Tilsit in July
1807, left Iran alone in front of the aggressor without any meaningful help. In 1813 Iran
signed the Treaty of Gulistan with Russia which ceded Georgia, Dagestan, Azerbaijan, and
Armenia. The second Russo-Persian War (1826—1828) proved the technical dominance of
Russia and convinced the king of Iran that he should not have relied on the foreign
powers. Afterward, the Iranian king ordered the industrialization of the country with the
help of other European countries like Prussia, Austria, Sweden, Italy, etc. this might be
called the first formal approach toward industrialization in Iran.

The foundation of the Dar ul-Funun (meaning "Polytechnic") by Mirza Taqi Khan, Amir
Kabir in 1851, is known as the first modern university or modern institution of higher
learning in Iran. In the Dar ul-Funun some notable foreign professors served to promote
science and technology in Iran such as Austrian physician Jakob Eduard Polak (1818—
1891), Alexandre Bohler (mathematics), Johan Louis Schlimmer (1819-1881), Albert
Joseph Gasteiger Freiherr von Ravenstein und Kobach (1823—1890), Ernst HOltzer (1835—
1911) etc.

The main revival of modern industry of Iran refers to the era of Pahlavi | between WWI and
WWII when Germany and other German-speaking countries lent Iran a helping hand for
reviving the factories and industrial infrastructures. During this period, several invaluable
industrial heritage buildings, monuments, and sites have been built in which the shared
heritage of Iran and Germany are sparkling brightly.

XXI MHFL Research Project
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18.
19.

20.

21.
22.
23.

24.

25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Tehran Radio Station
Bella’s Shoes Factory
Kahrizak Sugar Factory
Rey Cement Factory
Momtaz Spinning And
Weaving Factory

Tehran Textile Factory
General Tire Factory
Jahan Wool Weaving Factory
Iran Khodro Factory (Iran
National)

Azmayesh Company

. Tehran Armory (Qoorkhaneh)
. Qaleh Morghi Airport
. Tehran Silo

Tehran Oil Refining Company

. Tehran Railway Station
. Pelican Factory
. Haj Rahim Qazvini Spinning

And Weaving Factory (Bustan)
Kragoli Brothers Factory
Abrishami Flour Factory (Iran
Flour)

Mashinchian Flour Factory
(Sadegh Flour Factory )
Qazvin Railway Station
Yazdbaf Textile Mills (LLP)
Derakhshan And Herati
Spinning And Weaving
Factory

Iran Telecommunication
Factories

Kavar Sugar Factory (Pars
Sugar Factory)

Marvdasht Sugar Factory
Fasa Sugar Factory

Shiraz Zam Zam Factory
Shiraz Wheat Silo

Kashan Velvet And Silk
Factory

31.
32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52,
53.
54.
558
56.
57.

58.

Sepahan Cement Factory
Vatan Spinning And
Weaving Factory (Haftdast
Spinning And Weaving
Factory)

Zayandehrood Spinning And
Weaving Factory

Risbaf Spinning And
Weaving Factory

Isfahan Dahesh Spinning
And Electricity Factory
(Noor Factory)

Moghaddam Spinning And
Weaving Factory

Iran Steel Plant

Jahan Chit Factory In Karaj
Karaj Railway Station
Shirgah Traverse Factory
Babolsar Suspension Bridge
Amol Suspension Bridge
Veresk Bridge (Three-line
Gold Bridge, Railway Bridge
Savadkuh)

Cheshmeh Kileh Bridge
Bandar Gaz Railway Station
Tir Tash Railway Station

Pol Sefid Railway Station
Chal Spinning Factory
Shush Sugar Factory
Karun-1 Dam

Andimeshk Railway Station
Bisotun Sugar Factory
Chenaran Sugar Factory .,
Miandoab Sugar Factory T
Momtaz Match Factory e
Khosravi Leather Factory A ‘
Bandar Torkaman Railway &
Station
Shahroud Sugar Factory i o

m MHFL Research Project
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Cement Factory

Rey (Tehran Province)

Address Construction Company

Tehran, Ghaniabad, Rey Cement Derfelh Sl
Industrial Complex

German Lanz
company, Swedish company, and

Coordinates Aligoli Khan

35°36°28.7" N 51°27°08.8" E

Type of Heritage Construction Method
Factory Brick, concrete, soil and asbestos
Original Company Scale

Municipality of Tehran Complex

Year of Construction Architectural Style
19258029 Modern

MHFL Research Project
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Brief History

The need to produce new materials was felt due to the abundance of lime and to
build modern and new buildings in Iran. Cement was one of the materials that had to
be produced. The decision to build this factory was made in 1930, in the city of Rey
and next to Bibi Banoo Mountain. Finally, in three historical eras, the first cement
factory was built. The arrangement of open spaces in the 87000 square meters of
the the complex can be divided into the two categories of courtyards and
communication spaces in terms of proportion between movement and stillness. The
geometry of the area is rectangular. The closed spaces of the collection are very

diverse in terms of form, dimensions and size. The arrangement of these spaces is
scattered and their type of organization is a combination of a set and axial structure
that are linearly aligned with a rhythmic principle. The factory was abandoned in
1981 due to the Iran-lrag war and then in 1983 due to air pollution. Today, this
heritage is known as an urban landmark and is going to be repaired.

MHFL Research Project
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Re-Use Status

Current Owner

Municipality of Tehran, Foundation of
the Oppressed

Condition of Structural
Elements

Each building is formed independently
depending on its function and
regardless of other buildings. Clinker
storage connects landscape elements
together.

Condition of Heritage
Elements

In general, the buildings of the
complex need to be repaired and are
physically damaged and worn out.

Current Use

None (It is now abandoned)

Challenges for Re-use

Due to the history of the collection and
its type of use, the Museum of Industry
has been suggested for a re-use.

MHFL Research Project
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Heritage Status

It has not been yet registered in the national heritage list of Iran.

Distinctive architectural
character of building

Cube-shaped volumes, rough
materials such as concrete
and cement generally display
raw materials, forms and
functions.

Buildings associated with a
historical figure

The cement factory is a
symbol for the entry of
industry with the arrival of
foreign machines and
manufacturers and designers

in lran.

Building associated with
national history

World War Il caused a 36-year
delay in increasing the
capacity. Furthermore, With
the start of the war in the
1980s, the factory was closed.

Buildings considered

tourist attraction
Due to the large space,
proximity to the tourist

attractions of Rey and rich in
historical identity in the
industrial era, it has a high
potential to attract tourists.

MHFL Research Project
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Photos, Drawings & Further
Documentation

A0 ﬁujé\&ﬁ: c“ X

V|ew of Rey Cement Factory Complex East side silos

&) Qlow ‘U(A/U aegasn ;| gl U’?/-‘f’ é""ﬁ gl

North side silos Generator building
Sl @b gl S50} lasbl
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Minimal design without decorations
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Machines and the use of trusses for roof
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Interior view of clinker hall
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Electric powerhouse building
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Devices and tools
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The interior of the mill building
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Wheat Silo

Tehran (Tehran Province)

Address Construction Company

The historical Wheat Warehouse, Nazi

German and Russian Company
Abad, Besat Expy, Tehran.

Coordinates

35°38’54.0“ N 51°24°24.6" E

Type of Heritage Construction Method
Warehouse Concrete

Original Company Scale

National Grain Organization Complex

Year of Construction Architectural Style
1935-1939 Modern

MHFL Research Project



Jazs L aadjln CrSyid

P2 T .
g, 9l < ppd| Al piv 9 (T @l piga

Calw Sbadthe

ovlde

g

S)lazs Sun

(O

ool

& /' M £ /' ~ of -
Kglo sl Jolb ek sl Ul (550 @l pg
0{14/

Ldhyes Obalds
35°38’54.0“ N 51°2424.6" E
Gl g0

i)

cuslle

Ol SUL losd g i o]
C1alw Jlw

IIA JI IFIE

Modern Industrial Heritage in Iran



Brief History

The Germans took over the construction of the silo in the beginning of 1935, but the
project was stopped for a while after they departed from Iran. The continuation of
construction was entrusted to Russia with two companies, Lena and Expert Estro by
The National Grain Organization. It was such a large warehouse in the country at
that time that Reza Shah Pahlavi attended the opening ceremony and expressed
satisfaction with the quality of construction of the Russian company Expert Estro.
Tehran Silo, which is today the oldest wheat storage building in the country, is
located in Naziabad region at 186,000 square meters area. It has a small train
station that was used to transport wheat on the whole site, but today this
transformation is held by trucks. Also, because of the material fatigue, the silo
storage tower is almost semi-closed and is a suitable platform for converting and
reviving its use into a dynamic and living space. It was registered in 2005 with the
number 12782 as one of the national heritage monuments of Iran.

MHFL Research Project
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Re-Use Status

Current Owner

The Grain and Commercial Department
of Warehouses, Tehran province.

Condition of Structural

Elements

Good but in need of consolidation and
seismic improvement.

Condition of Heritage
Elements

It is almost in good condition but
needs to be repaired.

Warehouse (Main use but semi-active)

Challenges for Re-use

It has good conditions for adaptive
reuse from identity features view. But
the ownership situation needs to be
taken more seriously for cooperation
and the machines need to be serviced.

MHFL Research Project
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Heritage Status

It has been registered in national heritage list of Iran in August 10, 2005 with No.

12782.

Distinctive architectural
character of building

The concrete structure of the
building and its large volume
is a prominent feature of its
architecture.

Buildings associated with a
historical figure

This building belongs to the
Pahlavi period
example of the
movement in the Pahlavi era

and is an
industrial

in Tehran.

Building associated with
national history

It a sample of the
independence of Tehran and
increasing power
production.

domestic

Buildings considered
tourist attraction

It has strategic location in the

historical-industrial area of
Tehran- Naziabad and the
features of industrial

architecture in the first

Pahlavi period.

MHFL Research Project
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Photos, Drawings & Further

Documentation

Aerial View of Tehran Wheat Silo Semi-active status of Tehran Wheat Silo
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Current situation of the external building Concrete facade of the warehouse
Qi 8,6 (sl s/l J25 Cuzdy (B8 G sl
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Concrete walls of existing buildings Concrete walls and views of city
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Semi-active machines Out of order and worn out machines
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Semi-active machines in need of repair View from the roof to surroundings
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Address
The historical textile factory,

Chaharbagh bala Street, Next to
Shahid Amininejad street, Isfahan.

Coordinates

32°38’19.2" N 51°40°04.3" E

Type of Heritage

Factory
Original Company
Risbaf Textile Company

Year of Construction

1927 - 1932

Construction Company

Motamedi and Schlinemann

Construction Method

Cement, steel, brick and thatch

Scale

Complex

Architectural Style

Mix of modern and traditional

MHFL Research Project
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Brief History

Risbaf Textile Factory is one of the valuable examples of industrial heritage in Iran. It
was built in 1927-1932 and started its activities by producing cotton yarn, cotton
fabric, and woolen fabric. Later, the production of blankets was also included in the
factory programs. This factory was the second spinning factory in Isfahan and had
the privilege of being the first product of the collective work and capital of the
people of Isfahan. This building was designed and built-in collaboration with Mr.
Motamedi and the famous German architect Max Otto Schilnemann, according to a
design by Peter Behrens and Walter Gropius. The factory was shut down in 2000
and entrepreneurs decided to demolish it for new housing projects, but at the
request of the nation, its demolition was abandoned and on August 29, 2002, it was
registered as one of the national monuments of Iran with registration number 6018.
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Re-Use Status

Current Owner

Government Institutions: Melli Bank of
Isfahan and Ministry of Roads

Condition of Structural
Elements

Weak and in need of serious
consolidation and seismic
improvement.

Condition of Heritage

Elements

Architectural decorations were intact
in some sections but need to be
restore in all parts.

Current Use

None (Abandoned)

Challenges for Re-use

Recently, some competitions have
been held to design and reuse the
factory. But it needs more specific
planning to determine new use.

MHFL Research Project
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Heritage Status

It has been registered in national heritage list of Iran in August 29, 2002 with No.

6018.

Distinctive architectural
character of building

The Taq of the hall, thatched
facade, Panj-o-Haft windows
with Girih details and stunning
brick decorations

Buildings associated with a
historical figure

It is a marvelous sample of
Islamic modern style design in
the first Pahlavi era.

e

| OUTE M I A B AT LIS LTS SIS Sl 15 L MM (TSR, 8

Building associated with
national history

It was constructed after Reza
Shah visited Isfahan and met
merchants.

Buildings considered
tourist attraction

Due to the beautiful design of
the whole factory, it needs
more attention. Also, due to
its proximity to other cultural
heritage of Isfahan has a good
potential to attract tourists.

MHFL Research Project
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Photos, Drawings & Further
Documentation

Aerial view of Isfahan Risbaf factory Aerial view of the halls and status
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Exterior walls of the production hall Entrance of Risbaf factory and

decorations
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Interior of one of the halls of Risbaf
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Veresk Bridge

Savadkooh
(Mazandaran Province)

Address Construction Company

The historical Veresk Bridge, Savadkuh
City, Veresk village, Mazandaran.

Consortium Kampsax, Walter Inger

and German engineers

Coordinates

35°54’12.3 N 52°59°28.6" E

Type of Heritage Construction Method
Transmission Site Concrete, cement, sand and bricks
Original Company Scale

Departments of Transportation Site

Year of Construction Architectural Style

1934-1935 Persian Modern

MHFL Research Project
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Modern Industrial Heritage in Iran



Brief History

In 1934, along with the construction of the Tehran-Mazandaran railway, the most
important and highest railway bridge in northern Iran was built. This bridge was
designed by Walter Inger (1933) in an Iranian arch with dimension of 66*110 meters
and a very beautiful symmetry and precise geometric proportions that connects the
two huge mountain faces. In 1934, Danish Consortium Compax engineers with
collaborating Iranian workers began executive operations in 1936. The importance
of this bridge is because of the services in World War |l. The Germans shipped their
facility assistance to the port of Shahpour in the Persian Gulf to prevent the Soviet
Union. A train crossed the bridge every 25 minutes. On July 14, 1945, at the
suggestion of the Ministry of Roads, this bridge was named the “Victory Bridge”. It
has been registered in the national monuments of Iran with the number of 1534 and
Guinness World Records for bridges over 61 meters. Part of the railway of this route,
due to the steep slope is built in the form of three steps, which are known as the

“three gold lines”.

MHFL Research Project
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Re-Use Status

Current Owner

Governmental entity: Railways of the
Islamic Republic of Iran

Condition of Structural

Elements

Due to the precise design and quality
construction, the structure is still
standing and in a good condition and
so far superficial repairs have been
done.

Condition of Heritage

Elements

The main concrete arch of the bridge
and other architectural and historical
elements are well preserved.

Current Use

Still in active use as a railway bridge

Challenges for Re-use

Due to the accurate and high-quality
design of this bridge, it is still being
serviced, partial retrofitting has been
done.

MHFL Research Project



Sy g Cnri9

s Sl

~ 7. . .
Olpl pUwl (5 9808 2T ol, <l piv U955l

¢ 0jlw polic (39S Cuaiby

e . ]
sl joio cubd U cdlw 9 G5 (b Jd> @
ouls PWI pbr s cuapn @5t U 5wl pas

ol

A0 yolic (,39iS Oy

AU 9 s)leas polis plw 9 Js Mol Sy Gb
el opl Bss geh v

caal oyliwl Jb 45 ol o, Jy Glsie @ ;g

5 S sl dullp

LS s
» s b el cendd by GE5 (plb Sy v
G Sl s Pelis g cwl 2y Qg Jb

ol o i Pl

Modern Industrial Heritage in Iran




Heritage Status

It has been registered in national heritage list of Iran in October, 1977 with No.
1534. It is also registered in Guinness Records.

Distinctive architectural
character of building

Wide dimensions of the span,
Iranian facade arch made of
concrete without rebar, with
symmetry

amazing and

minimal brick decorations.

Buildings associated with a
historical figure

This bridge and the three gold
lines bridges are one of the
most important reasons for
the Soviet Union’s victory in
World War II.

Building associated with
national history

It is associated with the
development of the
Mazandaran-Tehran railway in

World War II.

Buildings considered
tourist attraction

Veresk bridge plays an
important  role in  the
prevalence of
transferring passengers, and
connecting Tehran province
to Mazandaran.

tourism,

MHFL Research Project
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Photos, Drawings & Further
Documentation

A0 )gug‘\:.& wl..as

Cover photo of Jiirgen Sachsild’s biography (Veresk bridge and the Three Gold Lines)
(W &5 aw 9 iy Jg) sl @y all S50 ala (ule

Veresk railway station Bridge details from a close view
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Address Construction Company

The Historical Khosravi Leather
Factory, Tabriz Islamic Art University,
Hakim Nezami Sq., Azadi St., Tabriz

Max Otto Schlinemann

Coordinates

38°03’26.4" N 46°17°04.1“ E

Type of Heritage Construction Method
Factory Brick and steel

Original Company Scale

Khosravi Leather Company Complex

Year of Construction Architectural Style
1925 - 1929 Persian Modern

MHFL Research Project
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Brief History

In 1880s, the Tabriz authorities decided to build a leather factory at this site which
was a big garden at that time, but there was not enough international support to
design and equip the factory. The historical Khosravi leather factory was built in
1925 to 1929 by Max Otto Schilnemann and Hans G. Meyer. It was derelict and
abandoned after a long period of inefficiency in 1995. It went under restoration
project from 1997 in order to become a part of the campus of Tabriz Islamic Art
University. The Khosravi Leather Historical Complex currently belongs to the
University of Islamic Arts and has 7 separate buildings that are individually located in
an area of 40,000 square meters. The buildings are: exhibition and museum of works
of art of the Islamic world, the faculty of design and the central library, the building
of the department and the gym hall, the dining and amphitheater, the administrative
and student affairs building, the guest house, and the prayer hall.

MHFL Research Project
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o Re-Use Status

Current Owner

Half of the ownership of this factory
was purchased by Tabriz Municipality
and half of it belonged to the office of
Hazrat Imam’s command.

Condition of Structural

Elements

Good but in need of consolidation and
seismic improvement

Condition of Heritage

Elements

Architectural decorations were
preserved in some cases and in some
places needed to be restored, which
was done.

Current Use

University (Tabriz Islamic Art
University)

Challenges for Re-use

It has already adapted for reuse but
the buildings are not suitable for the
function. Number of complains raised
by the students.

MHFL Research Project
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Heritage Status

It has been registered in national heritage list of Iran in October 7, 2000 with No.

2791.

Distinctive architectural
character of building

Two chimneys with amazing
architectural details, give a
beautiful view of the whole
complex together.

Buildings associated with a
historical figure

This building belongs to the
early Pahlavi period and is
in Tabriz. It
sample of the
movement in the first Pahlavi

located is a

industrial

era.

Building associated with
national history

It a sample of reopening of

“Islamic Art” entities after

Islamic Revolution.

Buildings considered
tourist attraction

Outstanding architecture,
urban location, historical and

cultural features, and
belonging to the urban
community  attract tourist
attention.

MHFL Research Project
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Photos, Drawings & Further

Documentation

Aerial View of Khosravi leather factory Current situation of the external building
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Old view of communication corridors
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Old view before the reconstruction
of the exterior walls of building
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Sources
Fig. 1- 5 & 9-15: Martin Meyer
Fig. 6,7 & 8: Mansouri, Old Photos of Tehran

<http://qademqademha.blogfa.com/post/553>.

Fig. 16, 17 & 18: Tarbiat Modares University, 2021, On t
decade of the university, accessed 21 November 2021, <http

Fig. 19,20,21,22 & 23: Archive of MHFL.
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This booklet addresses the Shared Industrial
Heritage monuments of Iran and Germany,
which are strong historical links and would
support joint efforts in the present and
future toward conservation and adaptive
reuse. This project is a teamwork of Tarbiat
Modares  University, Iran,  Technische
Universitat Berlin, and Humboldt Universitat
zu Berlin, Germany.



