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PROJECT INTRODUCTION:
MODERN HERITAGE TO FUTURE LEGACY
MODERN INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Historical industrial structures in the Middle East and North Africa bear witness to
the productive intertwining of the flow of resources and ideas in the late 19th and
20th century, between what is now termed the Global North and Global South.
As a result, industrial heritage in the region is par excellence part of a contested
global heritage that has so far received little comprehensive academic attention.

Notwithstanding past global linkages, historical industrial structures also play an
important role in local contexts of Middle Eastern cities today. Due to the rapid
growth of population and the extension of city borders, industrial heritage sites
are now often in key locations for projects of urban revitalization and can serve to
benefit local communities through effective development and re-use.

Nonetheless, the young age of these structures and a lesser appreciation of
modern architecture —especially compared with the rich antique built heritage
in the region— seem to limit a broader debate about the conservation and use of
these buildings, putting the remaining existing structures and the heritage they
embody at risk. Buildings often representing significant innovations in terms
of architecture, engineering, and technology now face decay due to neglect or
destruction to make way for new urban developments.

Following these premises, the research project “Modern Heritage to Future
Legacy: Conservation and Conversion of Modern Industrial Heritage Sites as
an Integral Part of Urban Development in the Middle East” aimed to increase
the recognition and value of modern industrial heritage sites, highlight their
relevance to historical projects of nation building in the MENA-region, challenge
the predominantly European perspective on conservation and reuse and
—above all— to initiate a dialogue that transcends national borders and reaches
a wider audience.

In an intensive year of research and academic exchange which included mapping
and photographic documentation of selected sites, literature and archival
research, expert and stakeholder interviews as well as workshops with academic,
national and local experts, several relevant industrial sites were documented and
discussed, some of which are now presented in this brochure in order to make the
knowledge accessible to the interested public and raise awareness on the issue of
conserving modern industrial heritage.
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MODERN
INDUSTRIAL
HERITAGE
MATTERS

Why Industrial Heritage?

Modern industrial heritage is about
identity and memory, and is relevant
to cities, individual sites, and their
transformations. Industrial heritage
was and is framed and shaped by
national and global processes and
interests. Due to their cultural value,
the recognition and management
of industrial heritage sites—such as
protection and adaptive reuses—
go hand in hand with awareness,
planning and conservation practices,
and community engagement.

The decline of industrial production
at many of these original locations
has meant that converting and
repurposing historical  industrial
complexes has emerged as a new
opportunity and important task in
many cities and regions worldwide.

Various European countries have
already listed and repurposed many

industrial heritage sites, although
the loss of this heritage is also
widespread. However, Europe has
missed the opportunity to understand
its modern industrial heritage not
only as a national asset, but also as
transboundary heritage. Industrial
production was and  remains
unthinkable without global networks
of expertise, money, and power,
as well as worldwide distribution
via plantations, production sites,
and sales points, including the
infrastructures and practices of
transport and mobility.

Countries such as Egypt have only
recently begun to work on the

understanding of their industrial
heritage, albeit  this  heritage
tells much about processes of

independence from foreign or colonial
rule. Awareness-building is now a
primary task for this understanding,
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and consequently this booklet presents specific sites, plus knowledge and
networks involved in the conservation and care of built heritage. Communities
comprising international organizations (e.g., ICOMOS: International Council on
Monuments and Sites; TICCIH: The International Committee for the Conservation
of the Industrial Heritage; and DOCOMOMO International: Committee for the
Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites, and Neighborhoods of the
Modern Movement), academics, politicians, and local heritage communities
enable informed approaches to conservation, including engagement processes,
awareness-building, and enhancing the accessibility of modern industrial
heritage.

The conservation of modern industrial heritage is not only concerned with the
technological and architectural contributions of various industries or of securing
material remains. Beyond this, factories and infrastructures have been—and
remain—significant features of many cities and should be recognized as resources
for sustainable development. They are built infrastructures that document the
past but also serve the future by providing opportunities for adaptive reuse.

Industrial heritage provides evidence of the historical dependencies within
globalization processes, and mirrors international networks, trade, and unequal
power relations. Consequently, the processes of understanding, recognizing,
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and conserving modern industrial heritage provide opportunities for interaction
between what today are called the Global North and South. There is a pathway
towards critical thinking and fruitful exchange on these related histories, and
potential for future cooperation through understanding such assets as a shared,
modern industrial heritage. Together, we can learn from the dark side of this
heritage—including pollution and inequalities caused by industrial development—
and hence improve international collaboration towards peace, reconciliation,
and climate-justice.

Sharing heritage means to know of each other’s sites and histories; therefore,
this booklet addresses a broad audience. The team of authors examined not
only the period of industrialization—the historic emergence of modern industrial
heritage—but also focused on recent processes of theirabandonment, (potential)
acknowledgment, and repurposing, plus correlations between both periods and
processes. Our hope is that this work might open future options for modern
industrial heritage in Egypt.

Heritage and heritage sites have become assets for urban and sustainable
developmentin Europe. We can recognize this as an opportunity to legitimize and
promote heritage concerns and requirements and to ensure that their heritage
values—which are deeply interwoven with the historical fabric of individual sites
and the wider city—are not only acknowledged but also used to guide adaptive
reuses. Industrial heritage sites in Egypt present challenges, and might require
new models of conservation; nevertheless, the modern industrial heritage of
both Europe and Egypt share strong historical links, which would support joint
efforts in the present and future toward conservation and adaptive reuse.

by Heike Oevermann
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INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE
IN EGYPT

The Industrial Revolution emerged in Europe during the second half of the
18th century. It is later that Egypt followed suit by introducing its first pursuits
into modern industries in the early 19th century. They were introduced
predominantly to promote agro-industries, especially cotton, sugarcane, and
grains. The established industries were to serve the state’s internal affairs, as well
as its integration within the global commercial market. The process towards a
reformed manufacturing system in Egypt fell into obsolescence temporarily by
the 1840s but surged forward a decade later, especially with the introduction of
large-scale infrastructure projects. This surge was, among others, due to Egypt's
geographic location that connected European countries with their colonies in the
Far East. The global cotton famine instigated by the American Civil War during
the 1860s caused Egyptian cotton to be integrated extensively within the global
cotton market and resulted in the establishment of numerous cotton ginning and
pressing mills.

During the early 19th century, and especially later during the Egyptian Cotton
Boom, the colonial powers, and especially Britain and France, competed to mount
their colonial as well as industrial dominance over Egypt. Other industrial projects
were established by Germans, Levants, and most dominantly by Greeks and
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Italians. These foreign compradors, also referred to as local-foreigners, pursued
the intercultural exchange by developing new and already existing industries
countrywide to reinforce Egypt's global networking. Even though Egyptians
played a role in the development of modern industries, their engagement
was defined mostly as agrarian bourgeoisie to supply the agro-industries or as
wage labourers. They were minimally engaged as industrialists and company
shareholders, especially since the first half of the 20th century.

Until the mid-20th century, the industrial sector was mainly influenced by the
(local) foreigners, in terms of capital, as well as technical and administrative
expertise. This led to political and social unrest and anti-foreign sentiments, as
evidenced in labour movements, among others, that eventually stimulated the
Egyptian Revolution of 1952. From 1956 onwards, the Nasser regime initiated
the nationalisation of existing private and foreign-owned industries. These
nationalised industries were aligned to the state’s propagated industrialization
program along with the foundation of state sponsored heavy industries. This
system was altered by his successor Sadat in 1971, who granted the private sector
the right to establish, invest, and manage the industrial development in Egypt.
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In Egypt, modern industries are signified by their sectoral diversity as well as
their geographic distribution countrywide. Besides their historical, technological,
socio-economic, and socio-political characteristics, their value is also attributed
to their diversified architectural styles as well as their urban schemes. The case
studies for this booklet are by way of pars pro toto referring to the richness of
the industrial heritage in Egypt; these are the mining industries industry (EI
Nasr Mining Company), processing industry (Misr, an-Nasr, and at-Tarikh Cotton
Presses), agro industries (Salvago Cotton Gin; Armant Sugar Factory), and special
structures (Aswan Low Dam).

The case studies were carefully selected to each represent the regional area that
was —and in some cases still is — signified by its predominant industrial sector. The
extractive industries were principally located in the Red Searegion, as exemplified
in El Nasr Mining Company. Egypt’s agro-industries were headed by the cotton
industry, followed by the sugar industry. The industrial cotton processing
structures were mainly established in the Delta region, exemplified here in the
Salvago Cotton Gin. All cultivated and processed cotton in Egypt was shipped
to the Cotton Press and warehouse area in Alexandria, which is also displayed
in this booklet. The sugar industry was established along the Nile valley, and
especially in Upper Egypt, as evidenced in the Armant Sugar Factory. The Aswan
Low dam represents those special structures that incentivised the countrywide
irrigation project and agricultural promotion in Egypt, that in turn supported the
sustainable industrial operations.

The case studies are not only reflected in a single building structure but include
sites that comprise multiple functions within the industrial premises, such as in-
situ rail lines, residential buildings, recreational and educational facilities, among
others. The selected sites vary between those that are officially listed by the
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, those officially registered by the National
Organisation of Urban Harmony (NOUH) — a body within the Ministry of Culture,
and those that are still marginalised from state and public heritage appreciation.
Regardless of whether listed or not, the sites differ between the following: those
that are still fully operating, those that are partially closed, and those that are left
abandoned.

This booklet aims to address the public, the scholars, the government officials,
as well as the owners of the historical industrial companies. On the one hand, the
booklet contributestoraising awareness about the existence of industrial heritage
in Egypt. On the other hand, it supports the call for establishing a state-supported
body to systemize documentation, conservation, and promotion models to save
the industrial heritage in Egypt from its current state from dereliction.
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GREATER CAIRO REGION

MAP OF INVENTORIED
INDUSTRIAL SITES
IN EGYPT

Iron and steel factory in Helwan
El Nasr Automotive
Manufacturing Company in
Helwan

Egyptian Sugar and Integrated
Industries Company
(Hawamdiya, Giza)

DELTA REGION
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Misr Cotton Ginning Company
(Zaqgaziq)

Misr Shebin El Kom Spinning &
Weaving Company

North Delta Electricity
Distribution Company (Mit
Ghamr)

Zefta Bridge (Met Ghamr -
Dakahlia)

Tanta Oil and Soap Company
Tanta Railway Station - Egyptian
National Railways

14

15

16
17

18
19

20
21

Coinage House (Mohamed Ali
Citadel, Cairo)

House of the Kaaba Drape
Manufacture in Khurunfish
Ramses Railway Station (Cairo)
El Nasr Glass & Crystal Company

Misr Spinning and Weaving
Company (El Mahalla El Kobra)
Misr Cotton Ginning Company
(Mansourah)

Mansoura Railway Bridge
Mohamed Ali Cotton Gin'in
Fowa

Tarabish Factory (Fuwah)

El Qanater El Khaireya Cotton
Gin

Edfena Aqueducts

Rasheed Lighthouse

SUEZ CANAL AND RED SEA REGION

27
28
29

30
31
32
33

Ras El Bar Lighthouse

Ezbet El Borg Lighthouse
Advina Factory for Preserved
Foods (Ezbet El Borg -
Damietta)

Damietta Railway Bridge
The Lighthouse of Port Said
Port Said Naval Shipyard
Suez Canal Authority Building
(Port Said)

UPPER EGYPT REGION

43

A

45
46
47

Egyptian Sugar and Integrated
Industries Company (Matai, El
Meniaa)

Egyptian Sugar and Integrated
Industries Company (Abou
Kourkas- Minya)

Naga Hammadi Aqueducts
Nag Hammadi Bridge
Egyptian Sugar and Integrated
Industries Company (Nag
Hammadi, Qena)

34
35

36
37

38

48

49

50
51

Villa Ferdinand De Lesseps
Suez Canal Authority Building
(Suez)

Ras El Bar Lighthouse

Safaga Mining Port (Abu
Tartour)

Safaga Phosphate Company
Workers' Settlement (Umm Al
Huwaytat)

Egypt Aluminum Company
Egyptalum (Naga Hammadi-
Qena)

Egyptian Sugar and Integrated
Industries Company (Armant,
Luxor)

Esna Barrages

Egyptian Sugar and Integrated
Industries Company (Waburat Al
Matanah, Luxor)

22

23

24
25

26

39

40

41

42

52

53

54

55

Misr Spinning and Weaving
Company Sabbaghy El-Bayda
(Kafr EI-Dawwar)

El Siouf Spinning and Weaving
Company

Sidi Gabr Railway Station
Misr, an-Nasr, and at-Tarikh
Cotton Presses.

Qabbari Railway Station -
Egyptian National Railways

El Nasr Mining Company
(Hamrawein Port)

El Nasr Mining Company
(Phosphate Company in Al
Quseir)

Egyptian Mineral Resources
Authority (Al-Fawakher Gold
Mine)

Al Dakkak Gold Factory (Marsa
Allam)

Egyptian Ferro Alloys Company
— EFACO (Edfu - Aswan)
Egyptian Sugar and Integrated
Industries Company (Kom
Ombo, Aswan)

KIMA - Egyptian Chemical
Industries

Aswan Low Dam

Aswan High Dam



tes

%\\
AN
o= Ny
- e
o L
7c
—
= i
S, i N\ — o
N H /
TR
2
,’/;7
s L
£,
7
S
A

® Delta/}
® Greq’fer Cairo
@ SuezCanal and RedSea
® Upp‘tf-r Egypt

\

/
A /ﬂ
/ /
/ I
/ /
/

16



duclinll gdlgall dbyys

Hlgall yaS Lagl

2enilly Jyel gl dSpin T#

»b Sazaylad daxo FE

owiSsg yaill GuwSs pas gusSs 1O
ol

el diogsll dizgll - o)lall daxo M

sa0 1>

a9hyadl clivo -¢paeill paill dSpo P
ailowgall d&Spi -cpaeill paill dSpi &

suasll

-dyawall 895U dolell dy paall divgll €1
s3lgall oy pxio

swyo dipray coill LY §Bul giao &F
ale

i paall Dglasll oleliall dSp - oS of
olawl o= 00
SJlall vl 01

8yalall e saso dold :dlsasall €
Uindiy3l day il dgusdlHls 0
ooy ylad dhso 1

yolldlg 2yl delial saill &S5V

§ygaiall - sl gl pan &S 10
Sguaiall 11> 38w speS N

898y Jc 1a%0 ploo IV

098 diyra iyl gias 1A

a3l yblally olhsll zlas 19

luosl ybolis

Ay ylis 1

oileo - auilly Jyel) pan dSpin IF

2ung) -l 8US diua PH

ot (63 23ly6 LS PE

gl -uogedl 36 dus WO

Sl Galysle 1

ozl yobybs ol clisa PV

Blowy wilawgall dS5i Jlac dibgiws PA
©laggdl Al

& raall alolSill oolclually Sl @Sy €9
)—ugj\“ .c;}.a)i

Lol ybolis 0

& paall dlalSill orlelially ;S &Sps ol
;\aém diclaall LJ|)9J_\9

- g0sl-drauadl llal) &) ranll dS il of
gl

& raall dlolsill oilclually Sl @y oW

lgel igsal pgS

S8l byl dibio

olely wlall g padl giasl

el raill dp 1

& panll Aol wleluallg ySull dSpi
833 dyaolodl gilas

Lul dikio

3830l zloo- sl 3uld s aSp A

aailly Jy2l) a8l s rarn dS5r A

ot euse ~cbyaSil yod) Wl Jlos dSpin 1+

dulgdll - yac o 1 58) S9SN

selally @rguyll Uaibs @S 1

s € dngdll dgll - laibs daso 1P
rao

xS dlall pailly Jl) o @Spi 18

21 y5ulg Gugudl 3US didnio

Wl oly s £V

2l dje,lis A

ol 3 -absanall iel Lol S 1A
bleos -

blios 1> @S g8 P

mdll uoyg) )l PI

Gyl suminyg) dilys r

row0 sunu0 dibhio
& paall GlolSill elelially ySull Sy W
Luiall - sllao

L el DulolSill olelually y Sl @S €€
a8l iyl

Gola> g2 Hblis €0

ola> g2 508 €1

D panll &lolSill olelially Sl @Sy &V
U8 ssla> g3

U8 . 5ola> g posioghll pao @S EA



~

Ul ¢l
Vi
|

il
g

|
@ L)l dlaia
P 6;}5.“ S)QLQ." YT //
@ 505Ul oully gl 88 dahaio
® ras. i

( p

o 75 150km
[ e

18



o1

Misr, an-Nasr, and at-

Tarikh Cotton Presses

S—— //’// =
22 i,
| %
190
o W o
ST st &
.;:n.m' \
7 "“" ot

02

04

Armant Sugar Factory

T
leliually ySudl dSpis
& paall dalolSsl




: 03
-~ El Nasr Automotive
' Manufacturing Y
Company %
¢

o5

Aswan Low Dam

- =9 Gt
>

06

El Nasr Mining
Company

ro0. 9

13
f
webuall &1 o)liso dliol

Map of Selected Site
Profiles

© MHFL Egypt 2022, basemap: openstreetmap.org

20

Modern Industrial Heritage Egypt



Y 7
=" ST
y S
CYBHEETIFTH

(]
%

Misr, an-Nasr, and at-Tarikh Cotton Presses

Processing industries

Industrial  types were grouped
predominantly in certain regions in
Egypt; the cotton presses were all
arranged in one area in the city port
of Alexandria; these are exemplified
in the three cotton presses that are
located in Mina Al Basal district. The
area has been known for hosting
Egypt's main warehouse complex
since the first half of the 1gth century.
The three buildings were part of the
other presses and warehouses owned

o1

Industrial Modern
Heritage in Egypt

Governorate:
Alexandria

Coordinates:
31°11'4.96"N
29°53'4.99"E
Construction date:
post 1935

Project Architect:
Noel Dawson
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by the company Société Générale de
Pressage et de Dépo6ts during the first
half of the 20th century. Nevertheless,
at the time, they were distinguished
by their modernized design. This
was embodied in their multi-storey
cubature, in comparison to other
surrounding structures. Additionally,
their construction materials involved
visible reinforced concrete, metal, and
red brick in comparison to the other
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© Amr El Sayed 2022

dominating bearing wall structured
buildings within the complex.

The three buildings were designed
facing each other, overlooking the
former Mahmoudia Canal, and were
designed by British architect Noel
Dawson between 1933 and 1935.

By 1960, the Société Générale
de Pressage et de Dépdts was
nationalized and renamed the
Egyptian Cotton Pressing Company.
The three cotton presses were named
as the following: Misr Press (Egypt
Press), an-Nasr Press (Victory Press),
and at-Tarikh Pres (History Press). The
former two have been closed for the
past three decades, whereas the latter
still undergoes cotton processing
operations, albeit minimal. The three
buildings are characterized by their
structural stability. All the original
processing machinery, imported from
Manchester during the 1920s, is still
in place. Despite the fact that the
three buildings are part of the whole
warehouse complex that is officially
listed by the National Organization
of Urban Harmony (NOUH), there
have been no successful attempts to
integrate them within a sustainable
urban conservation plan.
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‘Salvago’ Cotton Gin
Agro-industries

This cotton gin exemplifies this
physical type of cotton processing
agro-industries dominating in
the Delta region since its modern
foundation from the first half of the
19th century. The known ‘Salvago’
Cotton Gin is located in the Nile Delta
Region of El Qanater El Khayreya. It
was originally founded by the Greek
investor Konstantinos Michael Salvago
and later, in the 1930s, incorporated

02

Industrial Modern Heritage
in Egypt

Governorate:
Qalyubia

City:

El Qanater El Khayreya
Coordinates:
30°11'24.06"N
31°8'9.73"E

Construction dates: 1894 till 1897

Project Architect:
Antonio Lasciac
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by the Associated Cotton Ginners of Egypt Ltd., where it developed to one of
the largest ginning mills in the country. It was designed by the architect Antonio
Lasciac and constructed between 1894 and 1897. The architect was known for his
significant residential designs countrywide; this might have been his only design
venture of an industrial complex.

The ginning premises stand on an area of around 28000 m2 and comprises:
the textile ginning building, the chimney, the administrative offices, three rest
houses, and a garden which was used as horses’ stable. All the site’s premises are
enclosed within afence and accessible through a characteristically designed gate,
articulated by three watchtowers with different heights. The ginning building is
volumetrically predominant; it is a long single hall in plastered brick masonry
with a double-pitched roof in timber-truss construction. There are arched side
windows along the roof to provide ventilation and light.

The brick chimney with its original ornamental design was later reinforced with
concrete bracings. The gate building is an example of the so-called “Castle Style”;
it was inspired mainly by the opposing bridge of El Qanater El Khayreya. The three
towers of different heights and shapes are designed with neo-Gothic vocabulary.
A similar vocabulary is also featured in the three administrative buildings and the
resthouse. The industrial site additionally involved a steam boiler, a steam engine
hall with an integrated electric generator, and a diesel engine.

The cotton gin was nationalized in the late 1950s and little is known of its post-
nationalization activities. In 1999, shortly after its shutdown in 1996, the Salvago
cotton gin was listed by the Supreme Council of Antiquities (now the Ministry of
Tourism and Antiques). Despite its official acknowledgment two decades ago,
the site is still not yet incorporated in any conservation plan. The site’s halls were
solely stripped from their historical machinery, while the whole site remains
neglected.
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El Nasr Automotive Manufacturing Company

Automobile Industries

The establishment of the EI Nasr
Automotive Manufacturing
Company was part of the national
five year project of a major industrial
renaissance based on commercial
and industrial exchange. This project
program was initiated during the
reign of former president Gamal Abdel
Nasser by the founded Ministry of
Industry in 1956. The program aimed
at utilizing the promoted alliance of
Egyptian manpower and their free
will to develop the Egyptian industry.
The company was established in
accordance with Republican Decree
No. 913 on 5/23/2960. The company
premises stood on an area of 114 acres
in Helwan in Greater Cairo and included
4 main factories: the presses factory,
the parts, gears, and lorries factory;
the engineering equipment factory,
and the car assembly factory.

03

Industrial Modern
Heritage in Egypt

Governorate:
Greater Cairo
City:

Helwan
Coordinates:
29°52'46.23"N
31°18'52.77"E

Construction date:
1960

22

Founded in 1960, the company
operations were supported by licensing
agreements with the following foreign
manufacturers: the German Kléckner-
Humboldt-Deutz (now known as
Deutz AG), the Italian FIAT, and the
Yugoslavian tractor company IMR. The
company operations were signified
with the assembly lines of lorries,
buses, farm tractors, and passenger
cars. The company started with 290
workers and the first Egyptian car was
manufactured with the assistance of
international technical know-how. The
manufacturing’s heyday only occurred
first in the early 1980s and reached
over 12.000 trained technical workers.
A decade later, the company could not
compete with the great diversity in the
global automobile market, which led
to a decline in sales and the application
of an “early retirement” policy by

©Gamal Abdel-Nasser Foundation in cooperation
with Bibliotheca Alexandrina
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©Gamal Abdel-Nasser Foundation in cooperation
with Bibliotheca Alexandrina

laying off about 2500 company workers in the company. The company continued
to manufacture its products until the year 2000, when the company came under
the authority of the Holding Company for Metal Industries and was divided into
two production lines. The production line of manufacturing buses, lorries, and
agricultural tractors was separated under the name of the Engineering Company
for Car Manufacturing, while the second production line - “Al-Nasr Company” -
continued to manufacture passenger cars until 2009. Since the liquidation, the
company premises have been guarded, however abandoned. A study project
was conducted in 2013 to revive EI-Nasr Company by incorporating it under the
Ministry of Military Production. Despite the company’s significance to Egyptian
industrial history, the factory is solely appreciated by the company’s workers,
who wish to revive the heyday of its industrial operations.
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Industrial Modern
Heritage in Egypt

Governorate: Greater
Luxor

City:

Armant

Coordinates:
25°36'23.85"N
32°30'44.77"E
Construction dates:

1848 ;1869 ; early 20th
century.

Construction Company:
Cail and Fives-Lille
(1860s).
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© Centre d'Etudes Alexandrines - CEAlex

Armant Sugarcane Factory
Agro-Industries

The sugarcane witnessed its first state-of-the-art industrial
ventures during the first half of the 19th century with the
construction of 8 state-monopolised factories in Middle and
Upper Egypt: Rayramun, Saquiat Musa, al-Rawda, Damaris,
al-Minya, Farshut, and Armant. Despite the industrial
state monopoly at the time, the technological supply and
management were supported by mainly French and a few
British companies. From 1855 onwards, French companies
mainly undertook the technological and constructional
monopoly to develop the sugarcane agro-industry through
the Daira Saniyya project. The project was headed by
Khedive Ismail himself, who owned almost one fifth of
the total cultivation area in Egypt, at the time. The project
comprised the construction of multiple factories along the
Nile in both Middle and Upper Egypt. Both al-Rawda and
Armant sites proceeded with sugarcane manufacturing
and were completely modernised and retooled in 1869.

By 1894, 80% of Egypt's raw sugarcane was exported to
Europe for refining, especially France, then shipped back
to be sold in Egypt as white sugar. The Daira Saniyya
underwent liquidation and repeated administration
changes by other companies. From 1897 onwards, the
sugarcane business was monopolised mainly by the French
company Société Générale des Sucreries et de la Raffinerie
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d’Egypte (hereafter SGSRE). The sugarcane business remained Egypt’s second
most important agro-industry after cotton. Despite the establishment of new
sugarcane factories, both al-Rawda and Armant maintained their function.
These, along with all the company’s purchased premises underwent another
round of modernization and retooling in the early 20th century, introducing an
urban planning scheme, as evident in the still-standing sugarcane factories.

In Armant, the sugarcane factory is located between the Nile valley and the
railway lines. Besides the factory’s processing buildings and structures, which
are penetrated by cargo rail lines, the site integrates a planned employees’
settlement, including engineers’ villas, gardens, and recreational buildings, such
as a cinema, a restaurant, and a social club. Until its nationalisation, the Armant
factory was one of Egypt's most important sugarcane factories besides those
of Sheikh Fadl, Abu Qurgaas, Nag’ Hammadi, Kom Ombo, and al-Hawamdiah.
Until the mid-2oth century, Armant was characterised by its highest operational
processing capacity in comparison to the other sugarcane factories.

In1956, the SGSRE was nationalised andincorporated laterin 2006 to the Egyptian
Sugar and Integrated Industries Company (ESIIC). Presently, the Armant sugar
factory is still preserved tangibly through its extant historical structures, and
intangibly in terms of its employees’ operational, habitation, and social activities.
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Industrial Modern
Heritage in Egypt
Governorate: Aswan

City: Aswan

Coordinates:
24°2'2.42"N
32°51'56.23"E

Construction dates:
1902; 1912; 1933

Project Designers:
Sir William Wollocks;
Murdoch Macdonald.

Construction Companies:
John Aird & Co.; SirM
MacDonald & Partners

Aswan Low Dam
Specialized Industrial Structures

For centuries, the fertile agricultural soil
of Egypt along the Nile was replenished
by the silt brought down yearly by the
waters from the equatorial regions.
During the 1g9th and 20th centuries, the
Egyptian Governorate and European
industrial  countries  endeavoured
to transcend the vyearly cultivation
of agricultural crops, and especially
cotton. As a result, Egypt witnessed
the construction of multiple structures
along its Nile valley to secure a
perennial fertile soil. Most significant
was the construction of the Aswan
Low Dam. It was one of the projects to
develop Egypt’s irrigation and drainage
systems. Its value is notable for its
functional contribution countrywide,
intercultural exchange of knowledge
and technological state of the art,
and historical structural prominence
worldwide.
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The Aswan Low Dam was characterised
as one of the first examples of what
is scholarly referred to as the ‘era of
engineering’ that was initiated by
the British during their occupation
in Egypt; the project was promoted,
designed, and even contracted by
the British. Completed in 1902, it was
functionally the first project in Africa to
succeed in the ample storage of water.
Its first heightening in 1912 enabled the
conversion of the whole Egyptian valley
into perennial agricultural areas as
well as the regulation of the excessive
water supply to other constructed
barrages. The second heightening in
1933 contributed to double the storage
capacity and — endorsed with electric
pumps — increased the areas under
perennial irrigation.
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Besides its national and continental significance, the Aswan Low Dam was
characterised globally by its structural state of the art. With its length of almost
2km it was ranked as the longest gravity masonry dam at the time. Despite its
significance, its repeated heightening failed to meet both the irrigation demands
and pool elevation. Still, no further heightening was implemented to secure
the ancient Egyptian temples. Instead, additional dam projects were planned
in neighbouring African countries by the Nile, also under the British tutelage.
The intrinsic functional position of the Aswan Low Dam countrywide was later
supplanted by the construction of the Aswan High Dam in 1970.

Today the Aswan Low Dam is operating under The Ministry of Water Resources
and Irrigation. The history of the Low Dam is exhibited in the Nile Museum in
Aswan. No attempts for the official listing of the Low Dam have been made.
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El Nasr Mining Company
Mining Industries

Between the end of the 19th century and
mid-20th century, multiple mining industries
were founded in Egypt to supply Western
countries with Egypt’s raw materials. These
industries were predominantly located in
the Red Sea region and are exemplified here
in El Nasr Mining Company. The company’s
industrial site for phosphate extraction and
processing is located in El Quseir town. The
company was founded in 1912 by private
investors from the Italian town of Agordo and
the production first started in 1914. Originally
named Societa Egiziana per I'Estrazione e |l
Commercio dei Fosfati (Egyptian Phosphate
Mining and Trading Company) and funded
by the Bank of Rome, it was later operated
by the Italian IRl (Industrial Reconstruction

06

Industrial Modern
Heritage in Egypt

Governorate: Greater
Red Sea

City:

El Quseir

Coordinates: 26°
6'34.51"N 34°17'8.51"E

Construction date:
1906 onwards
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Institute). Around 400,000 tons of phosphates per year were extracted from
seven mines, transferred to the site’s premises by cable cars, processed, and
finally exported through the port of El Quseir.

The company developed into an industrial colony, spatially adjacent to the
historical El Quseir town that was inhabited by the town’s indigenes. The
industrial site comprised 4o buildings, including an Italian school, a church,
a nuns’ house, an administrative building, workshops, storages, locomotive
roundhouse, employees’ houses, and a restaurant building with other nearby
open air activities such as a cinema and a tennis court, in addition to King Farouk’s
rest house. Despite having been predominantly a gated colony for Italian workers
and family members, indiginous workers’ children were later allowed to join the
Italian school with the Italian children.

The company was nationalized in 1958 and renamed first to misr lil fosfat, then 20
years later to el nasr lel ta'din (trans. El Nasr Mining Company). It has been years
since the shutdown of the site’s industrial activities, where the site’s premises
were stripped from almost all of its metal structures and historical documents.
The company buildings are mostly empty except for four buildings: the church,
reconstructed to serve the Coptic community; the administrative building, reused
for exhibiting the region’s geological samples; the nuns’ house, now hosting the
company’s workers and employees; and the school, serving as a police station.

The enormous site has recently been experiencing extensive disputes between
proponents of conservation, on the one hand, and proponents of demolition,
on the other, to utilize the land for investment projects. Despite the site’s
comprehensive values; articulated together by all its numerous buildings, only
three buildings were selectively listed by the National Organization of Urban
Harmony (NOUH) in 2022: King Farouk’s rest house, the Italian school, and the
administrative building. The fate of the remaining buildings that complement
this industry’s intrinsic significance is still unknown. These buildings are neglected
and some of them are in great decay.
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