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Neuhausen, Saxony, Germany. New exploration applications have inundated the
mining authority of Saxony, where the Erzgebirge or Ore Mountain has been
mined for 900 years. Most are for tin and tungsten but also recently gold. How to
manage the impact on conserved landscapes of new extraction is the focus for a
TICCIH seminar in Freiberg (see TICCIH News).
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Opinion

World Heritage needs more TICCIH thematic
studies

Dr Stephen Hughes, TICCIH Secretary

World Heritage Status has the potential to be a main factor in
driving forward the regeneration of old industrial buildings, land-
scapes and settlements. It is a vehicle for significant and out-
standing industrial heritage sites being included in increasingly
lucrative international cultural tourism networks and for achiev-
ing the ability to draw in sizeable sums of both government and
private investment.

Even more fortuitously, the international community does not
want yet more World Heritage European cathedrals, palaces,
castles and parks and gardens inscribed. In stark contrast, the
global world view recognises the shared value of the technologi-
cal, commercial and social revolutions that have universally led
to the foundation of a modern society. This has been witnessed
by the great popularity of the industrial heritage celebrations
in the opening ceremony of the 2012 Olympic Games opening
ceremony. Indeed both the Global and Filling the Gaps Strate-
gies produced for the World Heritage Centre have highlighted
the under-representation of the industrial heritage on the World
Heritage List.
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